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St,    JUDE    \^    II. 


TVo  unto  them  ^  for  they  have  gone  m  the  way 
of  Cainy  and  ran  greedily  after  the  Errour 
of  Balaam  for  Reward^  and  pertjloed  m  the 
,gainfaying  of  Core, 


T 


HE  main  Defign  of  this  fliort  Epiftle  of  St. 
"^  I         Jtide  was,  as  is  very  probable,  to  preferve 

the  difperfed  Jews^  who  had  lately  recelv'd 

the  Chriftian  Faith,  from  the  Infection  and 

debauched  Principles  of  the  Nicolaitans^  and   their 

Contemporaries  the  Gnojiicks^  the  falfe  Teachers  that 

(^  liad  gone  abroad,  and  had  then,  in  its  firft  Infancy, 

infefted  the  Church.     Thefe  Sefts  were  deriv'd,  tne 

former  from  Nicolas^  one  of  the  feven  Deacons,  whofe 

Pofition,   ^  Tc  TTtt^x^^  "^'v  <^^^X''i  <5'«V,  that  we  ought 

to  abiife  the  Flejh^  was  foully  mifmterpreted  by  his 

Followers  to  an  unreftrain'd  Excefs  in  all  Lewdnefs 

V  and  Debauchery :    The  latter,  as  was  fuppos'd,  from 

^  Simon  Magns^   the  famous  Sorcerer  and   Magician. 

^  Thefe  pretended  indeed  to  the  Name  of  Chriftianity, 

»^  but  were  utter  Strangers  to  the  Thing ;  for  they  were 

^  arriv'd  to  the  utmoft  Degree  of  Licentioufnefs,  and  are 

%  branded  in  Holy  Scripture  for  their  Cruelty  againft  the 

i^  true  Profeffors  of  Religion,  for  their  avowed  Apoftacy 

"^  from  the  Faith  in  times  of  Perfecution,  thinking  it 

^  then  lawful  to  deny  their  Lord  that  bought  them ;  they 

■had  deftroyed  all  Difference  of  Good  and  Evil,  and 
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overturn'd  all  the  Duties  of  Religion,  If  Inconfiftent 
with  their  Eafe  and  Intereft.  And  they  were  fach 
notorious  Hypocrites  and  Unbelievers,  fo  complying 
with  the  unconverted  Jews^  and  fuch  Enemies  to  the 
Orthodox  Chriftians;  they  had  corrupted  the  Chridian 
Religion  with  fuch  fcandalous  Principles,  and  they 
had  debauched  their  Manners  with  fuch  loofe  Pra£li- 
ces,  that  the  Apoftles,  in  all  their  Epiftles,  condemn 
them,  as  the  Spots  of  the  Church,  and  the  Pefls  of 
Society,  as  the  Reproach  of  the  Chriftian  Name,  and 
as  abominable  both  to  God  and  Man:  Particularly 
the  Nicolaitans^  who  are  exprefly  mention'd  by  St. 
John^  in  the  fecond  Chapter  of  his  Revelatmts^  and 
the  fixth  Verfe,  and  whofe  l^odirine  our  Lord,  with 
a  particular  Emphafis,  is  there  faid  to  hate. 

This  Epiftle  then  is  directly  defign'd  againft  thefe 
early  Hereticks;  it  reprefents,  in  their  natural  and  ugly 
Colours,  both  their  Principles  and  Praftices,  and 
ftriftly  engages  the  true  Chriflians  to  contend  earnejt- 
ly  for  the  Faith,  which  was  once  delivered  to  the 
Saints,  and  not  to  hearken  to  thefe  Seducers,  who  had 
crept  171  unawares  among  them,  not  to  have  a7iy  Con- 
t'crfe  or  Qommunkation  with  them,  not  to  CGmrmmicate 
with  them  in  their  Sins,  left  they  fliould  perifli  in 
that  DeftruCtion  and  Judgment,  which,  in  the  twenty 
fourth  of  St.  Matthew,  had  formerly  been  denounced 
againft  them  by  our  Saviour  himfelf,  and  was  now 
ready  to  overtake  them. 

Now  my  Text  falls  in  with  this  elegant  and  juft 
Defcription  of  thefe.  wielded  and  ungodly  Men,  and, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  defcribes  them,  it  denounces 
a  Wo  againft  them,  IVo  unto  them,  for  they  havs 
gone  in  t  ha  way  of  Cain,  and  rau  greedily  after  the  Et^- 
ror  of  Balaam  for  Reward,  and  perifjed  m  the  gain^ 
faying  of  Corah.  The 
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The  Text  therefore  incUides  thefe  two  Parts. 

I.  The  Charader  of  thefe  wicked  Heretlcks ;  They 
have  gone  in  the  way  ofCaifi^  and  ran  greedily  after 
the  Errour  of  Balaam  for  Reward^  they  have  imi^ 
tated  Corah  in  his  Gain  faying  and  Rebel  liox^. 

II.  The  Judgment  denounced  againft  them,  TV 6 
Unto  them  ^  for  they  have  perijhed  \  or,  as  Grot  ins  ren- 
ders it,  they  fliall  perifli  in  the  gain  faying  of  0>rah. 

If  we  confider,  firft,  the  Charader  of  thefe  falfe 
Teachers  or  Hereticks,  it  branches  it  felf  into  three 
Parts,  according  to  the  Wickednefs  of  the  Perfons  to 
whom  it  refembles  them,  viz,  Cain  and  Balaam^  and  ' 
Cor  ah  ^  who  have  as  difgracefld  a  Charader,  as  perhaps 
any  Perfons  in  the  Old  Teftament. 

Firft,  it's  fa  id  that  they  had  ^one  in  the  way  of 
CaiHj  u  e.  they  were  notorious  for  Hatred  and  Ma- 
lice, and  perfecuting  of  their  Fellow  Chriftians,  even 
proceeding  to  murder  it  felf,  as  Cain  did  to  his  Bro- 
ther ^bel.  We  find  the  Story  of  Cain  in  the  fourth 
Chapter  of  the  Book  of  Genefis^  and  in  the  i  John 
iii.  12.  the  Defcription  there  given  of  him  is,  that  he 
was  of  that  wicked  one  who  flew  his  Brother ;  and  the 
Evangelift  asks  the  Queftion,  wherefore  flew  he  him  ? 
and  he  anfwers  it  himfelf,  becaufe  his  own  Works 
were  evil^  and  his  Brother's  righteous,  Cain^  no 
doubt,  was  not  without  a  competent  Knowledge 
of  Religion :  He  muft  needs  have  a  quick  Senfe  of 
God  upon  his  Mind,  the  Tradition  of  the  Creation 
having  not  long  before  been  deliver'd  to  him  by  his 
Parents.  And  as  he  had  fome  Knowledge  of  Reli- 
gion, fo  he  made  an  outward  Profellion  of  it  too  : 
He  was  as  forward  in  facrificing  ^isAbel  was-,  but  ftill 
tho'his  O^m/^  was  ready,  yet  his  f Forks  wxre  evil; 
tho'  the  Sacrifice  was  found,  yet  the  Heart  was  cor- 
rupted ; 
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mpted;  and  tlio*  the  Altar  burned  with  Incenfe,  yet 
ftill  there  was  no  Sincerity,  no  true  Piety  to  perfume 
the  Sacrifice,  and  to  recommend  it  to  the  Divine  Ac- 
ceptance. For  his  Heart  was  full  of  Envy,  he  had  a 
malignant  Spirit  within  him,  and  that  provok'd  him 
to  Anger  and  Revenge  againft  his  Brother,  when  he 
perceiv'd  that  God  regarded  AbeP'^  Sacrifice,  and  re- 
jeded  his. 

It  is  indeed  very  fad  to  obferve  how  fuddenly  human 
Nature  could  degenerate,  and  that  too  into  the  moft 
barbarous  Brutality:  But  the  Devil  was  got  into  C?/;?, 
(for  he  was  of  that  wicked  one)  and  he  had  infus'd  his 
own  Malice  into  him;  fo  that  neither  the  Relation  of 
a  Brother,  nor  any  Principle  of  Humanity,  nor  any 
Fear  of  Guilt  or  PuniOiment  could  influence  or  affed: 
him.     As  the  Adion  was  barbarous  beyond  a  Parallel, 
fo  there  could  be  no  Grounds  or  Reafon  for  it  •  unlefs 
we  can  fuppofe  that  there  was  not  room  enough  in  the 
World  for  thefe  two  Brothers  to  live  together;  fmce 
it  was  not  with  them,  as  it  was  afterwards  with  Lot 
and  Abraham^  when  the  Land  was  not  able  to  bear 
them^  that  they  might  dwell  together '\,    They  might 
have  been  mutually  helpful  and  obliging  to  each  other, 
Nature  and  Reafon  required  it  from  them.    But  Cain 
was  not  to  be  influenc'd  by  any  Senfe  either  of  Intereft 
or  Duty;  his  Nature  was  debauch'd,  and  Temptation 
powerful,  and  his  own  malicious  Heart  fubverted  him ;, 
and  then   no  Wickednefs  was  too  great  for  him,  he.. 
could  facrifice  an  innocent  Terfon^  and  an   only  Bro- 
ther, 

Thus  you  have  feen  the  Sin  o^Cain,  I  wifh  we 
€6uld  fay  that  the  Men,  the  Regicides  of  this  Day 
had  not  tranfcribed  his  Example,  had  not  walked  in 

\  Gen.  xiii.  6. 
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the  Way  of  Cain,    Give  me  leave  to  run  the  Parallel 
betwixt  them. 

The  Authors  and  Promoters  of  this  Day's  Cruelty 
could  facrifice  and  pray  to  God  as  well  as  G^///;  they 
pretended  to  be  remarkable  for  their  Incenfe  and  Of- 
ferings, for  their  long  Prayers  and  complemental  Per- 
formances; but  their  Religion  fat  only  on  their  Tongues 
and  Lips,  it  was  at  befl:  too  narrow  and  confin'd,  pre- 
tended to  Zeal  and  Reverence  for  God,  and  yet  fbill 
negleded  the  other  weighty  Matters  of  the  Law^  Ju- 
ftice  and  Charity,  Obedience  to  their  Governours,  and 
Love  to  their  Neighbours.     Malice  and  Envy,  Hatred 
and  Cruelty,  Lying  and  Faldiood  were  too  notorious 
in  them;  and  while  God  had  only  the  Ceremony  and 
Addrefs,  the  Labour  of  the  Lips,  and  the  Sacrifice  of 
the  Fools^  their  Works  and  A6lions  too  much  declared 
whom  they  ferved,  and  to  whom  they  belonged. 

Their  Cruelty  was  as  barbarous  as  that  of  Cain's^ 
and  the  Object  of  it  did  as  little  deferve  it,  it  was  as 
unprovok'd  as  it  was  unexampled:  So  that  neither  the 
Character  of  the  King,  nor  the  Righteoufnefs  of  the 
Man,  nor  the  Juflice  of  his  Caufe,  could  proteG:  or- 
defend  him;  for  Malice  and  Impiety  make  no  Diftinc- 
tion  ;  neither  the  nearnefs  of  Relation,  nor  God's  Ap- 
probation of  Abel^  nor  his  own  Innocency,  could  fe- 
cure  him :  And  when  Men  will  walk  in  the  way  of 
Cain^  the  mod:  holy  Men,  and  the  beft  of  Kings,  can- 
not be  fafe. 

For  the  bleffed  Martyr  of  this  Day  was  a  Prince  in 
whom  all  the  Conftellation  of  Graces  and  Virtues 
were  united,  and  thofe  fcatter'd  Excellencies,  which 
Iiave  embalm'd  and  confecrated  the  Memories  of  the 
Saints,  did  in  him  concentre  and  meet  together.  For 
look  upon  him  as  a  King,  and  (o^  none  loved  his  Peo- 
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|)Ie  more  tenderly^  none  govern'd  them  more  juftly, 
none  dy'd  for  them  morerefolutely,  more  chearfully, 
and  couragioully.  Confider  him  as  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  and  fo  none  more  learnedly  vindicated  it  by  his 
Pen,  none  more  adorn'd  it  by  his  Life  and  Anions, 
none  better  confecrated  it  by  his  Death  and  Sufferings. 
Confider  him  as  in  the  Church  Supreme,  and  fo  will 
fee  him  employing  the  beil:  Part  of  his  Prerogative,  the 
choiceft  Flower  of  his  Crown,  to  the  Glory  of  God, 
to  the  Difcouragement  of  Wickednefs  and  Vice,  to 
the  Propagation  of  God's  true  Religion  and  Virtue, 
and  to  the  Defence  and  Protedion  of  the  beft  confti- 
tuted  Church  in  the  World.  He  fliew'd  his  Love  to 
Epifcopacy,  as  in  his  Care  and  Prefervation  of  it  here, 
fo  in  the  Endeavours  he  made  ufe  of  for  the  Re-efta- 
blifliment  of  it  in  his  neighbouring  Kingdom.  And  I 
cannot  but  w^onder  how  a  late  celebrated  Hiftorian  of 
his  ownTimes  could  vilify  and  accufe  him  of  intemperate 
i^eal  in  the  Defence  of  it,  arraigning  his  ConduQ:  in  the. 
Means  and  Methods  he  took  for  it,  as  neither  legal,, 
wife  nor  juft.  Whatever  the  King  may  fuffer  in  hiS: 
Character,  I  am  fure  it  is  no  Advantage  to  the  Bifliops," 
to  mix  the  moft  folemn  Appeals  to  God  and  Heaven 
with  falfe  Infmuations  and  wicked  Surmifes :  As  if  the 
Merits  and  Juftice  of  his  Caufe  were  to  be  judg'd  by 
the  Event  or  Succefs  of  it;  as  if  his  whole  Adminiftra- 
tion  was  no  better  than  a  Series  of  Errors  and  Mi- 
ftakes,  becaufe  in  the  End  it  prov'd  unfuccefsful,  or 
that  he  muft  needs  be  faulty,  becaufe  he  w^is  unfortu- 
nate. Whatever  Outcries  were  made,  and  very  plau- 
f]bly  perhaps  too, againft  the  extraordinary  Expedients 
his  prefFmg  unhappy  Neceffities  forced  him  upon,  yet 
I  almoft  think  his  Enemies  had  really  no  Fault  againft 
him,  im'efs  it  was  in  xh^  Matter  of  his  God:  His  Life 
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was  a  continual  Ornament  to  his  Caufe,  the  Integrity 
of  the  one  fhew'd  the  Juftice  of  the  other,  they  mu- 
tually adorn'd  and  fupported  each  other,  and  fo  both 
muft  either  ftand  or  fall  together :  And  I  may  ask  the 
the  fame  Queftion  concerning  him  as  is  concerning 
Abel\  wherefore  Jle-uj  they  htm  ^  but  be  caufe  their  Works 
were  evil^  and  his  were  righteous. 

But  before  we  proceed  to  the  remaining  Parts  of  the 
Charafter  contained  in  the  Text,  let  us  fee  what  Im- 
provement may  be  made  of  this. 

And  in  the  firft  Place,  nothing  fliould  more  difpofe 
us  to  Fading  and  Humiliation,  than  to  confider  the 
Guilt  that  was  drawn  upon  this  Nation  by  the  Blood 
of  this  Day,  It  is  faid  in  the  Chapter,  where  the  Story 
of  Cain  and  Abel  is  recorded,  that  the  Voice  of  AbePs 
Blood  cryd  to  God  from  the  Ground  ^.  And  methinks 
the  Blood  of  that  righteous  King  fends  forth  a  loud 
and  bitter  Cry  againft  this  Nation,  and  nothing  but 
Repentance  thro'  his  Bloody  that  fpeaketh  better  things 
than  that  ofAbel^  can  wipe  it  out;  and  which  I  hear- 
tily pray  God  to  grant,  as  well  to  the  Authors  and 
Abettors  of  the  Cruelty^  as  to  the  whole  Nation;  that 
when  the  Lord  prepares  his  Throne  for  Judgmejitj 
when  he  maketh  Inqui/itiofi  for  Bloody  he  may  remem- 
her  the  Cry  of  the  humble^  and  fave  the  Land^  and 
deliver  it  from  Blood-guiltinefs.  And  his  Blood  not 
only  cryeth  to  Heaven,  but  to  the  Earth  alfo;  and  by 
it,  as  Abel^  he  being  dead^  yetjpeaketh^  he  calleth  us 
to  weeping  and  fafting,  and  mourning,  that  neither 
the  Guilt  of  that  Sacred  Blood,  nor  the  other  Sins,  by 
which  God  was  provoked  to  deliver  up  both  us  anS 
our  King  into  the  Hands  of  cruel  and  unreafonable 
Men,  may  be  charged  upon  us.    There  are  none  of 

*  Ver.  lo. 
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us,  though  perfonally  indeed  unconcerned  in  the  Tra- 
gedy, but  had  need  to  be  deeply  affeded  with  it,  that 
the  Repentance  of  this  Day  may  be  as  notorious  as  the 
Sin,  that  we  may  recover  that  Reputation  we  have  fo 
juftly  forfeited  among  foreign  Nations,  and  that  we 
may  divert  thoreJudgments,\vhich  hover  over,  and  may 
hereafter,  unlefs  God  in  his  Mercy  think  fit  to  inter- 
pofe,  afFe6l  thefe  Kingdoms  for  the  Sin  of  that  great 
Rebellion  and  Parricide.     It  was  a  Day  of  Reproach 
and  Scandal  to  our  Nation,  and  when  I  think  upon  k^ 
I  am  ready  to  fay  in^JoPs  Phrafe,  Let  the  T)ay  Be 
T)arkn'fs^  let  not  the  Light  jhine  upon  it,  let  ^ark- 
nefs  and  the  Shadow  of  \Death  fiain  it^  let  a  Cloud 
duell  upon  it,  let  the  Blacknefs  of  the  T^ay  terrify  it, 
let  it  not  bejoyn^dto  the  T)ays  of  the  Tear,  and  let  it 
not  come  into  the  Number  of  the  Months,  a  T)ay  of 
IDarknefs  it  was  and  Gloominefs,  a  T^ay  of  Clouds  afid 
of  thick  TDarknefs  -J-. 

But,  fecondly.  That  we  may  make  a  farther  Im- 
provement of  this  heavy  Judgment,  though  there  is 
no  Indempnity,  no  Oblivion  to  be  indulged  to  the  Re- 
bellion, yet  I  am  not  for  curfing  even  the  Aftors  in  it, 
however  heinous  their  Crime  be;  linceChriftianity  ra- 
ther teacheth  us  to  forgive  and  to  pray  for  them. 
St.  John,  when  touching  upon  Abers  Murder,  ulhers 
it  in  with  a  Preface  concerning  Love :  This  is  the  Me f 
fage  that  ye  have  heard  frorn  the  beginnings  that  ye 
love  one  another  ^.  Let  us  then  turn  the  Indignation 
upon  our  felves,  and  hear  the  Rod,  and  him  that  hath 
appointed  it ;  confidering  that  God  often  puniflies  fuch 
crying  Sins  with  epidemical  and  publick  Judgments  ; 
he  puts  them  upon  a  whole  Nation's  Score,  and  makes 
the  innocent  Sheep  to  fliare  with  the  wicked  Goats; 

t  Chap  iii.  •  i  Epift,  chap. iii.  v.  ii. 
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as  it  is  obfervable  under  the  Law,  when  the  Murderer 
was  unknown,  the  whole  Land  was  to  be  refponfible, 
and  to  purge  it  by  a  general  Sacrifice  '|-.  This  was  ne- 
ceflary  where  the  Murder  was  only  cafual  and  uncer- 
tain, without  any  formed  or  premeditated  Deiign;  not 
when  tranfacled  in  a  Form  of  Juftice,  and  under  the 
Countenance  of  national  Authority:  So  that  nothing- 
lefs  than  our  united  Prayers  and  Tears,  our  unfeigned 
Repentance  and  Humiliation,  can  filence  the  Cry  of 
our  Sovereign's  Blood,  can  reconcile  ofended  Juitice 
to  us,  and  prevent  the  more  fevere  ExprelTes  of  jiis 
Anger.  The  befl:  of  Men  have  not  Security  againft  a- 
publick  Judgment;  this  is  not  the  Time  of  impartial 
Retribution:  and  becaufe  God  doth  not  miraculouflv 
interpofe,  the  moil  innocent  may  fuffer  in  thofe  Cala- 
mities that  befal  a  Nation  for  other  Mens  Sins.  And 
indeed  all  the  Judgments  that  have  already,  and  may 
hereafter  enfue.  upon  this  execrable  Murder,  may 
juftly  be  faid  to  be  owing  to  our  Sins,  tho'  we  were 
not  the  direcl  Inflruments  of  the  Cruelty.  And  thefe 
are  the  Sins,  the  Sins  of  a  Nation,  that  bring  down 
Deilruclion  both  on  Church  and  State;  the  Lofs  of 
good  Kings,  and  the  PuniHiment  of  bad  ones,  Civil 
Wars,  Invafions  from  abroad,  Schifms  in  the  Church, 
and  Fadions  in  the  State,  happen  to  us  in  the  Nature 
of  national  Judgments,  and  are  all  owing  to  our  Sins, 
which  are  the  fruitful  Caufe  of  all  our  Calamities. 

But,,  thirdly  and  laifly*  This  fhould  teach  us  to  be- 
ware likewife  of  Hatred  and  Malice,  and  a  furious  Spi- 
rit. It  was  thefe  that  carry'd  Cain  into  all  thofe  Ex- 
travagancies againft  his  Brother,  and  it  was  for  this 
violent  Zeal  and  Bigottry  againft  the  orthodox  Chri-- 
ftians,  that  the  old  Heretick-s  and  falfe  Teachers  are 
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condemned,  as  going  in  the  JVay  of  Cam,  It  needs 
not  coft  us  much  Enquiry  to  difcover  the  Effefts,  the 
tragical  Effeds  of  this  malicious  and  revengeful  Spirit, 
not  only  to  private  Perfons  in  Tumult  and  Bloodflied, 
but  to  whole  Churches  and  Kingdoms,  which  have 
been  divided  and  torn  in  Pieces  by  them.  And  indeed, 
if  we  give  way  to  thefe  Piques  and  Factions,  if  we  are 
not  peaceable  in  our  Tempers,  and  charitable  to  one 
another;  if  we  are  bigotted  in  our  Judgments,  and  re- 
vengeful in  our  DifpoQtions,  God  knows  where  we 
fhallftop!  this  Zeal  and  Malice  will  carry  us  on  to 
more  Ungodlinefs.  This,  it's  plain,  was  very  much 
the  Cafe  of  them  that  occafioned  the  Great  Rebellion; 
they,  like  G?/;/,  were  angry,  becaufe  their  Sacrifice 
was  not  accepted^  The  Laws  were  againft  them,  and 
the  King  knew  too  much  of  the  Novelty  and  Error  of 
their  Way^  to  comply  with,  or  to  countenance  them. 
This  it  was  that  provoked  their  Spleen,  and  tempted 
them  to  difturb  Government,  to  defpife  IDominion^  and 
fpeak  evil  ofT>ignities.  This  extravagant  Zeal  for  O- 
pinions  and  Parties,  this  violent  Prejudice  againfl 
Church  and  Eftablifhment,  raifed  their  Paffion  and 
their  Spite,  and  afTuming  to  themfelves  to  be  the  only 
Righteous,  if  their  Brother's  Sacrifice  be  allowed,  and 
theirs  refufed,  they  care  not  if  they  facrifice  a  Church 
to  their  Fury,  and  a  whole  Kingdom  become  a  Burnt- 
offering.  Nothing  is  fo  facred  as  to  efcape  fuch  a  Ma- 
lice, and  nothing  fo  outragious  which  it  will  not  at- 
tempt !  Tho'  the  Authority  of  the  King  made  his  Per- 
fon  facred,  and  tho'  the  Juftice  of  his  Government 
made  it  unexceptionable,  yet  thefe  hot  Zealots  would 
have  no  Regard  to  his  Crown  or  Dignity,  to  his  Per- 
fon  or  Authority,  to  the  Goodnefs  of  his  Caufe,  or 
ihe  Integrity  of  his  Life;  but  they  blacken'd  him  in  his 
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good  Name,  they  ravifli'd  from  him  his  Crown,  they 
prollituted  his  Authority;  and,  which  I  cannot  fpeak 
without  Horror  and  AftoniOiment,  they  arraign'd, 
they  try'd,  they  condemn'd,  they  murdered  him.  Thus 
will  Hatred  and  Malice,  and  an  intemperate  Zeal  hur^ 
ry  Men  on,  as  it  did  Caiji^  and  the  old  Hereticks,  and 
the  late  Rebels,  to  all  inhuman  A6:ions,  to  dlvQ^ 
themfelves  of  the  very  Inftinct  of  Nature,  the  Princi- 
ples of  Reafon,  Humanity  and  Religion,  to  foment 
Divifions,  trample  upon  their  Governours,  and  at  laft, 
with  the  utmoft  Mockery  and  Contempt,  to  imbrue 
their  Hands  in  their  dread  Sovereign's  Blood. 

But,  fecondly,  the  fecond  Part  of  the  Character  of 
thefe  falfe  Teachers  in  my  Text,  is,  that  they  ran 
greedily  after  the  Error  of  Balaam  for  Reward.  The 
Meaning  of  this  may  be  befb  underlfood  from  the  ^^'^ 
and  13^  Chapters  of  the  Book  oi  Numbers^  where  we 
have  an  Account  of  the  whole  Story,  how  x\\2X  Balaam. 
was  tempted  by  Balak  to  curfe  IfraeL  At  firft  indeed 
he  refus'd  his  Summons;  and  afterwards,  wdien  he  did 
comply,  yet  he  frankly  tells  Balak  that  he  would  fpeak 
nothing  in  Favour  to  him,  but  only  what  the  Lord 
fhould  command  him;  the  IVord  that  the  Lord  putt  eth 
jn  my  Mouthy  faith  he,  that  fhall  I  fpeak '\-^.  He  had 
before  told  the  MelTengers  the  Princes  oi  Moab^  that 
tho'  Balak  would  give  him  his  Hoitfe  full  of  filler  and 
gold^  he.  would  not  deviate  from  what  the  Lord  fhould 
dictate  to  him\  and  yet  notwithftanding  all  this,  his- 
wajy,  we  fee,  was  ferverfe  before  the  Lord '^.  He 
faw  the  rewards  of  T>ivinatioji  in  their  hand^  the  Sil- 
ver and  Gold  and  Honour  that  Balak  promis'd,  was 
too  great  a  Temptation  for  him  to  refift ;  for  as  ^t.,^e- 
t£r  {aith,  He  loved  the  wages  of  ^nrighteoufnefs  '\, . 
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God  did  indeed  {o  overrule  him,  that  /je  could  not  curfe 
Ifrael^  as  his  Heart  guided  him,  for  the  fake  of  a  Re- 
ward ;  yet  perhaps,  as  is  very  probable,  he  might  not 
be  wanting  in  his  bed:  Advice,  efpecially  if  he  was  the 
Author  of  the  Expedient  that  was  afterwards  taken, 
and  did  almoft  as  well,  namely,  to  engage  the  Ifrae- 
I'ttes  in  facrificing  to  their  Gods^  and  in  committino' 
!V boredom  with  the  T)aiighters  of  Moab  f. 

According  to  t\\\s  Error  oi Balaam ^  as  myTextflyles 
it,  was  the  Life  and  Manners  of  the  firft  Hereticks  ; 
they  madeMerchandife  of  Souls  for  filthy  Lucre's  fake, 
they  led  their  Profelytes  into  all  Manner  of  Loofenefs 
and  Libertinifm,  to  deny  theTruth,  and  to  denyChrift 
■  for  Fear  of  Perfecution,  to  deftroy  the  Difference  be- 
twixt Good  and  Evil,  and  to  account  anything  lawful 
that  was  fafe  and  profitable. 

Whatwem.ay  gather  from  this  Example  to  our  pre- 
fent  Purpofe,  is,"firil:.  The  Spite  and  malicious  Inten- 
tions of  Men  againft  God's  Church  and  People.  For 
this  Reafon,  viz.  for  his  implacable  Malice  againjft  If 
rael^  ^l.Teter  faith,  that  Balaam  had  forfaken  the  right 
*way^  and  gone  nflray  ^ ;  once  he  bleiled  Ifracl^  but  when 
he  began  to  curfe  them,  then  he  fell  into  the  way  of 
Error.  And  indeed  it  is  impofTible  for  Men  to  have 
any  true  Senfe  of  Religion  upon  their  Minds,  when 
they  entertain  maliciou^  and  unwarrantable  Defigns  a- 
gainft  the  Church  of  God.  They  efpecially,  who  oc- 
cafioned  this  Day's  fad  Solemnity;  they  ran  headlong 
into  the  Error  o^  Balaam^  when  they  intended  the  O- 
ver throw  of  our  Ifrael^  when  they  bound  our  King 
with  Chains^  and  our  Trofhets  with  Fetters  of  Iron^ 
when  they  enter'd  into  Combination  againf  Jacobs  and 
into  T)ivination  againfl  Jfrael^  when  they  reproached 
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our  Church,  undermined  our  Conftitution,  and  laid 
our  Eftablilliment  in  the  Dud. 

But  fecondly,  From  this  Example  we  lliould  learn 
more  particularly  to  beware  of  Covetoufnefs. 

It  was  the  Wages  of  Unrightcoufnefs,  the  Hopes 
of  Reward  that    tempted  Balaam  to    curfe  J/rael: 
His  Covetoufnefs  would  have  made  him  fell  a  wliole 
Nation  to  God's  Curfe  and  Plague,  and  their  ovv^n 
,  Ruin ;  and  fo  he  gets  the  Money,  it  is  alike  to  him, 
.  tho'  24000  Men  of  Ifrael  are  deftroy'd  for  it,   as  it 
afterwards  came  to  pafs ;  and  the  Anger  of  the  Lord 
"juas  kindled  agaiujl  the  'ujhole  Katicn  ^.     And  it  was 
this  Love  of  Money  that  was  the  chief  Incentive  to 
the  great  Rebellion.     It  was   the   Churches  Riches, 
and   the  Bifliops  Revenues,  that  were  the  powerful 
Temptations  to  ambitious  and  facrilegiousAlen  ;  and 
indeed  Men  need  little  Provocation  againft  a  Church 
when  they  have  a  Defign  upon  its  Offices  and  Treafures, 
and  Preferments.     It  is  eafy  to  cry  out  againH:  Idolatry 
and  Superftition,  when  Covetoufnefs  leads  to  Sac&ilege 
and  Prophanenefs. It's  eafy  to  railat  beautiful  Churches, 
Lord  Bifhops,and  the  plentiful  Maintenance  and  Pride 
of  Churchmen,  when  they  have  a  mind  to  devour  that 
which  is  Holy,  to  lay  their  profane  Hands  upon  that 
which  Piety  and  Devotion  have  confecrated  to  God; 
and  when  their  evil  Eye  and  unhallowed  Hands  would 
eftrangeall  thefe  Things  from  their  religious Purpofes, 
and  convert  them  to  the  Service  of  Luxurv  and  Luft. 
Judas  pleaded  Frugality  and  good  Husbandry,  when 
he  had  a  Defign  upon  the  Bag ;  and  it  hath  -been  an 
old  Piece  of  Policy^  to  fall  out  with  the  Church,  the 
more  plaufibly  to^feize  upon  its  Inheritance;  to  pre- 
tend Reformation  of  Abufes,  and  to  rectify  the  Inde- 
corums of  the  Sanftuary,  that  they  might  fteal  away 
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its  Ornaments,  rob  its  Priefts,  and  rifle  its  Treafures* 
I  believe  it  was  the  greateft  Fault  of  the  Church  then, 
that  it  was  uppermoft,  that  it  had  the  Protedion  of 
the  Laws,  and  the  Countenance  of  the  King ;  and 
then  they  thought  that  the  Murder  of  the-  one,  and 
Ae  DilTohition  of  the  other,  were  Venial  Crimes,  fb 
thefe  might  accomplifli  the  End  and  Expedation  of 
their  Covetoufnefs  and  Ambition. 

The  third  Part  of  the  Charader  is,  that  the  Here- 
ticks  or  falfe  Teachers,  againfl:  whom  St. yW<?  wrote. 
Imitated  Corah  in  his  Gainfaying,  /.  e,  in  their  Dif- 
obedience  and  Rebellion  againft  their  Superiors,  either 
in  Church  or  State,  either  againft  Mofts  or  j^aron. 
The  Story  of  it  we  have  in  the  16'^^  Chapter  of  the 
^odkoi  Numbers-,  Cor  ah  ^  'T^athan  and  Abiram^^  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  Tr'tnces  of  the  Ajjembly,  gather 
themfelves  together  againft  Mojes  and  againft  Aaron^ ., 
faying,  Te  take  too  much  upon  you,  feeing  all  the  Con^ 
gregation  are  holy,  every  one  ofthemi,  and  the  Lord  is 
among  them-,  wherefore  then  lift  you  up  your  f elves 
above  the  Congregation  of  the  Lord?  You  fee  here  the 
Spirit  of  Hypocrify  and  Difobedience  joyn'd  together; 
all  was  pretended  to  be  done  under  the  Colour  of  Re- 
ligion, and  even  their  Rebellion  to  be  committed  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord.  They  pretend  the  Reformatio/t 
of  Abufes,  and  fo  they  forget  all  Order  and  Obedien/e, 
ufurp  a  Station  that  is  improper  for  them,  and  belongs 
not  to  them,  afTuming  to  themfelves  the  Rod  oi  Aaron 
and  the  Sceptre  of  Mofes,  and  fain  would  be  Kings 
and  Priefts,  tho'  neither  the  Conftitution  of  Men,  nor 
the  Appointment  of  God;  would  call  them  to  fo  honour- 
able a  Fundion.  The  old  Hereticks  were  Men  of  the 
fame  Stamp  and  Complexion,  pretending  their  Chriftian 
Liberty  to  exempt  them  from  all  Obedience  to  Ci^il 
ami  Ecclefiaftical  Government/;  they  were  proud  and 
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opinionative,  and  fcorned  Subjeftion;  they  defftfed 
dominion y  2in6.  Jpoke  evilofDignities^  deftroying  all 
Government  and  Order,  and  Authority,  introducing 
into  the  World  a  levelling  Equality,  or  which  is  mucli 
the  fame,  all  manner  of  Diforder  and  Conflifion.  And 
that  this  was  the  Charafter  of  the  bloody  Regicides  of 
this  Day,  is  too  plain  and  well  known  to  be  difcourfed 
of;  Men  that  murmured  againft  their  Governors,  were 
uneafy  under  the  beft  and  happieft  Conftitution,  anddi- 
fturbed  at  Orders  and  Degrees:  Men  that  were  rude 
both  with  Mofes  and  Aaron^  and  would  neither  ren- 
der to  the  King  nor  Prieft  their  dtie,but  exalted  them- 
felves,  without  any  true  Authority,  into  the  Throne 
of  T)avid^  and  into  the  Chair  of  Mofes,  And  fmce 
fuch  a  Behaviour  is  fo  ftigmatized,  and  a  Wo  is  de- 
nounced againft  it,  all  that  I  fhall  obferve  at  prefent 
from  it  is,  that  we  may  learn  how  reafonable  it  is,  upon 
all  Accounts,  to  ftick  clofe  both  to  our  Civil  and  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Government,  that  we  reverence  Mofes  and 
Aaron. 

Which  brings  mc  now  to  fpeak  to  the  latter  Part  of 
my  Text,  which  i-s  the  Wo  that  is  denounced  againft 
thefe  Hereticks,  and  all  that  live  after  their  Example. 
Wo  unto  t hem ^  for  they  have  gone  in  the  way  ofCain,%cQ. 
Indeed  human  Reafon  may  be  in  a  Manner  confounded, 
when  it  is  enquiring  into  the  Methods  of  God's  Provi- 
dence! His  Judgments  are  unfiarchahky  andhisJVays 
fafi  finding  out^  and  yetftrll  the  Judge  of  ^i^  theJVorld 
doth^  and  will  do  right.  Sometimes  he  permits  a  righ- 
teous Abel^  and  a  religious  King,  to  fall  into  the  Hands 
of  a  villainous  C?/;/,  and  a  perfidious  Crew  of  ungodly 
Men :  He  fufFers  a  triumphant  Ufurpation,  and  allows 
a  profperous  Wickednefs :  But  yet,  tho'  Judgment  fome- 
^imes  begins  at  the  Houfe  of  God,  yet  flill  he  referves 
ihe  unjiifi  to  be  funijhed.  So  it  happen'd  to  thofe  wick- 
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eel  Men  that  are  mentioned  in  my  Text.  •  Ahel  indeed 
fell  a  Sacrifice  to  Ca'tn\  Malice,  and  yet  he  is  more 
happy  hi  his  Death,  than  Cain  in  his  Life :  For  Cain 
jiad  a  Mark  upon  his  Forehead,  and  a  Sting  in  his 
Confcience,  and  an  horribleFear  both  of  God  and  Man 
toteize  and  to  torment  him;  he  perifliedalfo  in  the  Fury 
wherewith  he  murder'd  his  Brother  f,  and  hisPunifli- 
ment,  as  he  confelTed,  'xvzj  greater  than  he  could  bear. 
We  may  fuppofe  him  banifhed  from  the  Communion 
of  the  Church,  and  from  the  Memorials  of  his  Duty 
that  God's  conftant  Service  would  give  him,  let  loofe 
ro  his  Luft  and  Paffions,  and  utterly  enflaved  and  a- 
bandoned  to  the  Devil;  fo  that  his  very  Life  was  a 
Curfe  and  Torment  to  him,  and  it  was  infinitely  bet- 
ter to  dye  with  Abel^  than  to  live  with  Ctf/>. 

Look  fecondly  u^^on  Balaam^  how  limited  he  is  in  his 
Power,  how  impotent  in  his  Defign :  He  was  not  able 
to  curfe  Ifrael^  tho'  the  Wages  of  Unrighteoufnefs 
were  fet  before  him,  he  found  there  was  no  Enchant- 
ment againjijacob^  nor  anyT>ivination  again  ft  Ifrael: 
Bay,  in  his  Prophetick  Mood  he  curfeth  IfraePs  Ene- 
mies, and  heprayeth  that  he  may  dye  the  death  of  the 
righteous^  and  that  his  laft  end  might  be  like  his^  i.  e. 
that  he  might  not  fall  by  an  untimely  Death,  in  a 
ikange  Land,  by  the  Sword  of  his  Enemies;  but  that 
he  might  go  to  his  Grave,  Xik^  Abraham^  in  a  good  old 
Age,  andlike  a  faithful  Ifraelite^  in  Peace  and  Reft: 
But  that  he  did  fo  according  to  his  Willi,  is  not  at  all 
probable:  TheText  faith, that  Z/^-ic'^w^  to  his  own  f  lac  e^-^ 
which  fome  will  interpret  in  as  bad  a  Senfe  as  that  of 
'^Jtidas^  where  it  is  faid,  that  he  fell  from  his  Mintftry 
and  Apojlkfln-p,  that  he  might  go  to  his  own  place  ^f. 

If  in  the  third  place  we  look  upon  Corah  and  his  Tribe, 
^v-e  find  that  God  wrought  a  ftrange  Work,  the  Earth 
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o^ens  her  n^outh  andfuDallows.them  upland  a  Fire  devours 
fwo  hundred  and fify  Men  that  confpired  with  them; 
and  this,  faith  the  Text,  'm'as  affointed  as  a  Sign  to  the- 
Children  oflfraely  and  to  us  alfo,  that  we  might  not 
partake  in  their  Sins,  and  perilli  iit  their  Plague.-  And 
yet  we  may  obferve,  xhdLi  Aaron  s  Priefthood  flouriflied' 
in  the  next  Chapter,  that  was  thus  threatned  in  this  • 
bis  Rod  budded  and  fpread  in  Spite  of  Oppofition,  and 
his  holy  Order  profper'd,not\vithftanding  the  Attempts 
of  thefe  profane  Men  to  fupplant  and  undermine  it. 

If  we  obferve,  fourthly,  the  end  of  thefe  wicked 
Hereticks,  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  that  theyferijhed  in  the 
gainfayifig  of  Corah.  God  fuffer'd  them  to  fill  up  the 
Meafure  of  their  Iniquities;  and  tho'  they  raifed  great 
Commotions  in  the  World,  and  terrible  Perfecutions 
againft  the  orthodox  Chriftians,  yet  they  were  ftill  pre- 
ferv^ed  in  Jefus  Chriji  from  the  common  Judgment; 
they  fhar'd  in  a  glorious  Deliverance,  while  tliefe 
perfidious  Je'-jvs  and  Hereticks  were  overtaken  with  a 
fudden  and  irreverfible  Deftru9:ion. 

If  in  the  lafl  Place  we  refle£l  upon  the  Regicides  and 
Managers  of  the  Great  Rebellion,  we  fhall  find,  that 
tho'  God  did,  for  the  Punifliment  of  our  Sins,  fuffer 
the  Breath  of  our  Nojfrils^  the^e/ire  of  our  Eyes^  the 
anointed  of  the  Lord  to  be  taken  in  their  TitSY\}AQP  he 
fuffered  his  Succeffor  to  he  hunted  fi^om  one  Nation  to 
another,  from  one  Kingdom  to  another  People ;  tho' 
he  let  many  religious  Sons  of  the  Church  be  injured 
in  their  truefi:  Rights  and  Interefts,  and  to  undergo 
Mockings  and  Scour gings^  yea  moreover  Bonds  and  Im- 
frifonments^  and  Death    it  felf ;  and  tho'  the  Nation 
was  overrun  with  Beggary  and  Difgrace,  with  Sin  and 
Judgment,  yet  at  lafl:  he  miferably  deftroyed  thefe  evil- 
doers^ difgrac'd  their  Caufe,  and  paid  them  the  Shame 
and  Punifhment  that  they  fo  well  deferved;  reftored 
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©ur  Laws,  our  King,  and  our  Church,  and  made  us 
as  happy  as  our  Hearts  could  wifh. 

But  to  conclude.  This  ought  to  teach  us  in  thefirft 
place,  always  to  be  cautious  and  upon  our  Guard  againft 
engaging  in  the  rebellious  Pradices  of  Cor  ah  ^  m  the 
covetous  Defigns  oi  Balaam  againft  the  Church  of  God, 
in  the  perfecuting  bitter  Spirit  of  Cain^  who  flew  his 
Brother;  to  beware  of  the  PraQ  ices  of  all  hypocritical 
apoftatizing  Hereticks,  lej}  we  fall  into  the  fame  Con-- 
demnation.  And  fmce  God  is  fo  juft  to  his  ownCaufc, 
and  fo  fure  to  avenge  himfelf  upon  his  Adverfaries,  let 
us  always  expect  his  Deliverance  from  our  Calamities, 
whenever  they  opprefs  us,  in  a  way  of  Duty,  andfub- 
mit  to  his  Providence,  under  the  moft  rugged  Difpenfa- 
tions,  2,viAftand  ftill  and  fee  the  Salvation  of  God\  and 
then  we  fhall  find  him  true  to  his  Church,  and  a  Help 
to  his  People.  Indeed  his  own  appointed  Time  is  the 
beft  for  all  his  Purpofes.  After  the  Troubles  of  this 
Day,  there  were  innumerable  Treaties  and  Intrigues 
carry'd  on  about  Accommodation,  and  yet  always  un- 
fuccefsful,  and  to  no  Purpofe,  till  God  was  pleafed  to 
ftand  in  the  Gap ;  and  when  he  took  the  Matter  into 
his  own  Hands^  on  a  fudden  incenfed  Armies  turned 
merciful,  and  an  inflamed  Rabble  became  foft  and  tra- 
dable; Tyranny  and  Ufurpation  grew  uneafy  under 
the  Glories  of  a  Court,  and  the  Splendor  of  Dominion, 
when  God  reftored  our  Judges  as  at  the  firft^  and  our 
Counfellors  as  at  the  beginning,  and  brought  about 
the  Return  of  King  Charles  II.  to  the  univeifal  Joy 
and  Satisfaction  of  the  whole  Kingdom. 

Laftly,  When  we  this  Day  remember  the  Fall  of  our 
excellent  King,  that  neither  his  High  Station,  nor  e- 
minent  Virtues,  could  protefl:  him  from  the  Violence 
of  Men,  and  from  the  Stroke  of  Death,  fhould  not  this 
ilrikeus  down  into  Fear  and  Reformation?  Should  it 
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not  teach  us  to  lire  as  if  every  Day  was  our  laft,  and 
to  be  in  conftant  Preparation  for  Death  and  Judgment? 
Let  us  then  turn  unto  the  Lord^  with  all  our  Hearts^ 
with  fajiing^  with  weepings  and  with  mourning :  Let 
us  rent  our  Hearts^  and  not  our  Garments^  and  turn 
unto  the  Lord  our  Gody  for  he  is  gracious  and  merciful^ 
flow  to  Anger,  and  of  great  Kin dnefs^  and  refenteth 
him  of  the  EviL  If  we  do  thus,  God  will  return  and 
repent  J  and  leave  a  Blejfing  behind  him:  Then  will 
he  ftop  the  Cry  of  this  Day's  Blood,  be  jealous  for  his 
Land^  and  pity  his  People :  Then  will  he  deliver  us 
from  all  Dangers  and  DiftrefTes,  from  the  Apprehenfions 
we  are  at  prefent  but  too  juftly  under,  from  foreign 
Powers,,  and  a  Popifh  Pretender;  an  Attempt,  which,, 
fhould  God,  in  his  great  Anger  to  us  for  our  Sins,  ever 
fuffer  to  take  EfFed,  muft  determine  in  the  inevitable 
Ruin  of  this  Church  and  Kingdom.  And  may  the  God 
of  all  Power  and  Might,  in  his  great  Mercy  and  Com- 
pafTion  to  us,  ftrengthen  the  Hands,  and  profper  the 
Endeavours  of  his  prefent  moft  gracious  Majefty  King 
George^  in  fruftrating  the  Defigns  and  Contrivances 
of  our  Enemies  to  difturb  us  in  the  Bleflings  andHap- 
pinefs  we  enjoy ;  till  we  are  all  united  in  the  fame  Bond 
of  Concord  and  Love,  and  fettled  upon  the  fure  Foun- 
dations of  Religion,  Peace  and  Truth. 

Now  to  Him  that  can  do  this^  and' much  more  abuU" 
dantly^  the  all- wife  and  omnipotent  Father^  Son^ 
and  Holy  Ghoft^  three  Terfons^  and  one  ever  laft- 
tug  God^  be  afcribed^  as  is  moft  due^  all  Ho-aoury . 
Tower^  Tra'ife^  &c. 
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